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Washington, D.C. 20549
 
FORM 8-K
CURRENT REPORT
Pursuant to Section 13 or 15(d) of
the Securities Exchange Act of 1934
Date of Report (Date of earliest event reported): September 22, 2026
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	Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)

	o
	Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)

	o
	Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))
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Indicate by check mark whether the registrant is an emerging growth company as defined in Rule 405 of the Securities Act of 1933 (§230.405 of this chapter) or Rule 12b-2 of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (§240.12b-2 of this chapter).
Emerging growth company o
If an emerging growth company, indicate by check mark if the registrant has elected not to use the extended transition period for complying with any new or revised financial accounting standards provided pursuant to Section 13(a) of the Exchange Act. o
 
 
 

 
[bookmark: section2]Item 5.02. Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Certain Officers; Compensatory Arrangements of Certain Officers.
On September 22, 2026, the Board of Directors (the “Board”) of Humacyte, Inc. (the “Company”), appointed Scott Coward and Paul Kuznik to the Board. Mr. Coward will serve as a Class I director with a term expiring in 2028, or until his earlier death, resignation, retirement, disqualification or removal. Mr. Kuznik will serve as a Class II director with a term expiring in 2029, or until his earlier death, resignation, retirement, disqualification or removal.
Mr. Coward has been an attorney at K&L Gates since July 2026, previously serving as the managing partner of the Raleigh office. Prior to that, he served as Executive Vice President, Chief Legal Officer, Chief Administrative Officer and Secretary of Exact Sciences Corporation from January 2015 to December 2022. Mr. Coward led the integration of Genomic Health Corporation following its acquisition by Exact Sciences. He served on the Exact Sciences board of directors from December 2022 to March 2026. Mr. Coward brings significant experience in public company board service and corporate governance, executive leadership within publicly traded life sciences companies, mergers and acquisitions and post-acquisition integration, executive compensation, compliance and legal affairs, organizational leadership during periods of substantial growth and change, and has partnered with executive management teams and boards through transformational corporate events. Mr. Coward received his J.D. from Columbia Law School and his B.S. from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He has been appointed to the Company’s Audit Committee.
Mr. Kuznik is a medical technology executive whose career spans more than three decades in diagnostics, cardiovascular devices, and vascular healthcare. From 2015 to 2018, Mr. Kuznik served as the Chief Executive Officer and a member of the board of directors of Bolton Medical, a developer of endovascular technologies for complex aortic disease, which was acquired by Terumo Corporation. Following the acquisition, Mr. Kuznik remained with Terumo Corporation, one of Japan's leading global medical technology companies. He helped integrate Bolton Medical with Vascutek to create Terumo Aortic and subsequently served as President of Terumo Aortic United States from 2019 to 2020 and as President of Terumo Aortic North America from 2020 to 2023. Mr. Kuznik brings extensive experience in commercialization, enterprise leadership, organizational integration, manufacturing, clinical affairs, regulatory oversight, quality systems, strategic planning, physician engagement and board governance. Mr. Kuznik is a graduate of the United States Military Academy at West Point and served as an officer in the United States Army. He has been appointed to the Company’s Commercial Committee.
For their service on the Board, each of Mr. Coward and Mr. Kuznik will participate in the Company’s previously disclosed compensation program for non-employee directors, pursuant to which each will receive (i) a $50,000 annual cash retainer (prorated in 2026 for his partial year of service), (ii) $5,000 per annum for service on a board committee (prorated in 2026 for his partial year of service) and (iii) an option to purchase 125,000 shares of the Company’s common stock.
There is no arrangement between either Mr. Coward or Mr. Kuznik and any other person pursuant to which Mr. Coward or Mr. Kuznik, respectively, was selected as a director. Neither Mr. Coward nor Mr. Kuznik has a direct or indirect material interest in any existing or currently proposed transaction that would require disclosure under Item 404(a) of Regulation S-K.
Item 7.01. Regulation FD Disclosure.
On September 28, 2026, the Company issued a press release announcing the appointment of Mr. Coward and Mr. Kuznik to the Board. A copy of this press release is furnished as Exhibit 99.1 to this Current Report on Form 8-K and is incorporated herein by reference.
The information in this Item 7.01, including Exhibit 99.1 attached hereto, is being furnished and shall not be deemed “filed” for the purposes of Section 18 of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended (the “Exchange Act”), or otherwise subject to the liabilities of that Section and shall not be incorporated by reference into any registration statement or other document filed pursuant to the Securities Act of 1933, as amended, or the Exchange Act, except as otherwise expressly stated in such filing.
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Item 9.01. Financial Statements and Exhibits.
(d) Exhibits.
 
	
	
	

	Exhibit Number
	 
	Description

	99.1
	 
	Press release, dated September 28, 2026.

	 
	 
	 

	104
	 
	Cover Page Interactive Data File (embedded within the Inline XBRL document).
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SIGNATURE
Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the undersigned hereunto duly authorized.
 
	
	
	
	

	 
	HUMACYTE, INC.

	 
	 
	 

	Date: September 28, 2026
	By:
	 /s/ Dale A. Sander

	 
	 
	Name:
	Dale A. Sander

	 
	 
	Title:
	Chief Financial Officer, Chief Corporate Development Officer and Treasurer
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Humacyte Expands Board Expertise with Appointment of Scott Coward and Paul Kuznik
DURHAM, N.C., Sept. 28, 2026 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) – Humacyte, Inc. (Nasdaq: HUMA), a commercial-stage biotechnology platform company developing universally implantable, bioengineered human tissues at commercial scale, today announced the addition of life science industry veterans Scott Coward and Paul Kuznik to the Company’s Board of Directors, both of whom bring substantial experience in the areas of commercialization, enterprise leadership, and global operations.
“We are delighted to welcome two distinguished commercialization and life science leaders to the Humacyte Board as we continue to expand our ongoing Symvess® launch and prepare for our planned commercial launch of the ATEV in the dialysis access indication,” said Dr. Laura Niklason, Founder, President, and Chief Executive Officer of Humacyte. “Scott Coward brings a track record of success through his leadership at Exact Sciences and has significant experience in board service and executive leadership within publicly traded life sciences companies. Paul Kuznik has extensive experience in vascular healthcare and cardiovascular devices, including extensive leadership roles in commercialization, enterprise leadership, manufacturing, strategic planning, and physician engagement. We look forward to their contributions as we work toward our anticipated U.S. market launch in dialysis.”
 
Scott Coward served as Executive Vice President, Chief Legal Officer, Chief Administrative Officer and Secretary of Exact Sciences Corporation from January 2015 to December 2022. Mr. Coward led the integration of Genomic Health Corp. following its acquisition by Exact Sciences. He also served on the Exact Sciences board of directors from December 2022 to March 2026. Mr. Coward has been an attorney at K&L Gates since July 2026 and was previously a partner in the firm from 2008 through 2014. During that tenure, he served in different leadership roles, including as the managing partner of the Raleigh office. Mr. Coward brings significant experience in public company board service and corporate governance, executive leadership within publicly traded life sciences companies, mergers and acquisitions and post-acquisition integration, executive compensation, compliance and legal affairs, organizational leadership during periods of substantial growth and change, and has partnered with executive management teams and boards through transformational corporate events. Mr. Coward received his J.D. from Columbia Law School and his B.S. from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He has been appointed to the Company’s Audit Committee.
“I am honored to join the Humacyte Board of Directors at such an exciting time for the Company,” said Mr. Coward. “Humacyte's pioneering work in regenerative medicine has the potential to transform patient care, and I look forward to working with the Board and management team to support the Company's continued growth and long-term success.”
Paul Kuznik is a medical technology executive whose career spans more than three decades in vascular healthcare, cardiovascular devices, and medical diagnostics. Mr. Kuznik served as the Chief Executive Officer and a member of the Board of Directors from 2015 to 2018 at Bolton Medical, a developer of endovascular technologies for complex aortic disease, which was acquired by Terumo Corporation. Following the acquisition, Mr. Kuznik remained with Terumo Corporation, one of Japan's leading global medical technology companies. He helped lead the integration of Bolton Medical with Vascutek to create Terumo Aortic and subsequently served as President of Terumo Aortic United States from 2019 to 2020 and as President of Terumo Aortic North America from 2020 to 2023. Mr. Kuznik brings extensive experience in commercialization, enterprise leadership, organizational integration, strategic planning, manufacturing, clinical affairs, regulatory oversight, quality systems, physician engagement and board governance. Mr. Kuznik is a graduate of the United States Military Academy at West Point and served as an officer in the United States Army. He has been appointed to the Company’s Commercial Committee.
"I'm thrilled to join the Board of Directors at Humacyte as the Company's regenerative medicine technologies have the potential to make a significant impact across numerous markets while benefiting patients throughout the world,” said Mr. Kuznik. “I'm excited to work with the Board of Directors and Humacyte in our efforts to expand both physician and patient access to the innovative regenerative vascular solutions offered by the Company."
About Humacyte
Humacyte, Inc. (Nasdaq: HUMA) is developing a disruptive biotechnology platform to deliver universally implantable bioengineered human tissues, advanced tissue constructs, and organ systems designed to improve the lives of patients and transform the practice of medicine. The Company develops and manufactures acellular tissues to treat a wide range of diseases, injuries, and chronic conditions. Humacyte’s Biologics License Application for the acellular tissue engineered vessel (ATEV) in the vascular trauma indication was approved by the FDA in December 2024. ATEVs are also currently in late-stage clinical trials targeting other vascular applications, including arteriovenous (AV) access for hemodialysis and peripheral artery disease (PAD). Preclinical development is also underway in coronary artery bypass grafts, pediatric heart surgery, treatment of type 1 diabetes, and multiple novel cell and tissue applications. Humacyte’s 6mm ATEV for AV access in hemodialysis was the first product candidate to receive the FDA’s Regenerative Medicine Advanced Therapy (RMAT) designation and has also received FDA Fast Track designation. Humacyte’s 6mm ATEV for urgent arterial repair following extremity vascular trauma and for advanced PAD also have received RMAT designations. The ATEV received priority designation for the treatment of vascular trauma by the U.S. Secretary of Defense. For more information, visit www.Humacyte.com.

For uses other than the FDA approval in the extremity vascular trauma indication, the ATEV is an investigational product and has not been approved for sale by the FDA or any other regulatory agency.
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